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June 2, 2023

Dear Neighbour!
 
Happy Friday! As the summer weather kicks in - so have community events 
across Willowdale. Special thanks to the Willowdale Central Ratepayers 
Association and President of the WCRA Steve Boyle for launching the 
Willowdale Concerts in the Park that will happen on Thursdays in June and 
September at Lee Lifeson Park. What a wonderful evening of Asian drumming 
and jazz. Hope to see you all next Thursday!
 
GREAT NEWS for Canada Day!
Last week I said that it looked like Canada Day celebrations at Mel Lastman 
Square had disappeared from our budget for this year. After some kerfuffle 
related to the cancelling of a Canada Day event at Nathan Philips Square (which 
actually has not happened in 25 years) - both Nathan Philips Square and Mel 
Lastman Square will get a chance to celebrate. My office is still working out the 
details and it is unlikely we will have a fireworks show included. However, we will 
keep working to advocate and will keep you updated on the exciting event that will 
bring our community together to celebrate our country.
 
Alcohol in Parks Survey for Willowdale
If you haven't done so already, please fill out our quick Alcohol in Willowdale 
Parks Survey as I will be making a decision June 7 about whether or not 
Willowdale will opt into the pilot set to run from Aug. 5 to Oct. 9. Click Here for 
the survey.
 
Invitation to Avondale Townhall this Monday evening.
If you live in the Avondale area (South of Sheppard, North of 401, East of Yonge 
and West of Bayview), please come out to our Avondale Community Townhall  
Mon, Jun 5th from 7-9 pm. Residents are invited to come early and take part in 
neighbourhood networking from 6-7 pm. Many thanks to Paris Baguette for 
sponsoring cold drinks and treats for us! RSVP link below. We have staff from 
transportation and parks who will update us on the neighbourhood as well listen 
to ideas on how we can improve the community.
 
Discussion on Democracy at North York Central Library
Thank you to all the residents who came out to the Library discussion with Dave 
Meslin.  Some interesting points from Dave:
 

1. First past the post is undemocratic.  Currently our elections run as a first 
past the post - which means the person who gets a majority of votes wins - 
even if it is not a majority of the population.  Dave Meslin spent many years 
advocating for a ranked balloting system in which results better reflect the will 
of the people. He successfully got it passed by the previous provincial 
government to allow municipalities to choose to use ranked balloting. The City 
of London opted in. However, this decision was reversed by our current 
provincial government. Click Here to find out more about ranked ballots.
 
2. Our democracy is closer to a monarchy. Power begets power and 
families with a political legacy have a better chance of acquiring power. This 
can be seen with our current Prime Minister, our Premier and many people 
who have been city councillors. Further, those who hold the office of prime 
minister and premier hold a lot of power within the current party system where 
votes are whipped. This may seem more efficient, but it also means it is much 
harder for the voice of the people to be heard and represented.
 
3. People should be educated and empowered to participate in 
democracy.  The City of Toronto used to run a course on civic engagement 
that was well attended and taught people the rules and processes for how to 
participate. While lobbyists and special interest groups know how to navigate 
the system to participate, most people do not have this knowledge. This 
results in decision-making that benefits the few who know how the system 
works. Dave suggests a model where groups of citizens are not only educated 
but also funded to advocate to create a more even playing field. 
 

To find out more about his ideas, you can purchase his book or borrow it from the 
library. Click Here for more information about the book which is being made into 
a TV show for TVO.

Mayoral By-Election Pub Night Discussion.
The pub night was a wide cross section of neighbours discussing their different 
viewpoints on the mayoral candidates. It was a wonderful evening spent on the 
rooftop patio of Jack Astor's. We had the pleasure of meeting four of the 102 
candidates who came out with their literature and courage. Thank you to Kris 
Langenfeld, Isabella GAMK, Bahira Abdulsalam and Darren Atkinson for 
coming out to share your ideas and vision with Willowdalers.
 
Pride Flag Raising at Mel Lastman Square
June is Pride Month and June 1st was the first time the Progress Pride Flag was 
raised at civic squares across the city and not just City Hall. This is very 
meaningful for the 2SLGBTQ+ community who are targeted with the second 
highest amount of hate crime in the city. The flag and our celebration of Pride 
Month is a way to let our community members know that they are seen and that 
we stand in solidarity with them for their right to feel safe and welcome in our 
neighbourhood. Minister Brad Inglis mentioned that Lansing United Church is 
hosting a Pride service and BBQ and invited the 519 to partner creating the first 
ever Willowdale Pride BBQ which will be held June 11.  The service begins at 
10am and the BBQ will begin at 11am. 
 
June is also Filipino, Italian, Seniors Heritage and National Indigenous History 
Month. We look forward to celebrating these communities in our next few 
newsletters. 
 
The saga of 175 Cummer Ave.
We met with Tom Hunter, the CEO of the Toronto Seniors Corporation and a 
multi-disciplinary team about the proposed removal of the stage and front seating 
area to meet accessibility requirements. I would like to see the option of a mobile 
ramp or lift incorporated so the stage can be preserved as it is used frequently for 
programs and provides good sight lines for residents who have mobility 
challenges. This is a fight I did not foresee having to fight and am deeply upset 
that the stage could be sacrificed when there are options that can be used to 
allow wheelchair access to the stage. We will continue to protect the best 
interests of our seniors. 
 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities Conference Wrap Up
Last weekend I said farewell to the hundreds of city councillors visiting from 
across the country. During the conference I attended a plenary session about the 
fiscal framework of municipalities which is in dire need of being updated.
 
Enid Slack is the Director of the Institute on Municipal Finance and Governance 
at the School of Cities, University of Toronto.  She outlined the following 
challenges faced by municipalities across Canada:
 
Challenges for Municipalities

1. Inflation and rising interest rates. Costs are increasing while citizens are 
having a harder time. This results in more people needing services. Also, the 
cost of borrowing for building infrastructure is going up. It would take 175 
Billion to rehabilitate all municipal assets. 
2. Extreme weather. Climate change with huge clean up and remediation 
costs. Green house gas emissions are going up. We need to invest in 
greening our cities which places financial burden. 
3. Shift to living online. As people shift to working and shopping from home 
there is a significant impact on commercial property values and taxes.
4. Immigration and refugee settlement. We have increased our targets and 
these people generally settle in our cities and need services. 
5. The homelessness and opioid crisis along with rise in mental health 
challenges has resulted in more expenditures and less revenue. 

 
The fiscal framework for cities was designed in the 1800s when property taxes 
would cover the cost of infrastructure. Cities now take on a lot more responsibility 
with many pieces of responsibility downloaded to municipalities including social 
housing and newcomers support. Lisa Raitt, the Co-Chair for Coalition for a 
Better Future says that municipalities are often seen as a lesser partner or lesser 
level of government and somehow are seen as untrustworthy with money shown 
in the reluctance to allow municipalities to access income or sales tax. Yet, we are 
trusted with fire, police and water services. “We can save lives, but not be trusted 
to handle money.”
 
Many cities get a percentage of sales and income tax.  New York and Chicago 
have 20+ taxes that support their municipal budget. While I do not support 
building a complex system of taxing - I do think that cities need a new deal. More 
and more Canadians are growing their families in cities and how cities are funded 
directly impacts the quality of life for a majority of Canadians.
 
Toronto needs visionary investment in infrastructure for us to fulfill our potential as 
a world-class city. As the contributor of 20% of the GDP, we should benefit directly 
from our contributions to the Canadian economy. This issue should be a key 
election issue for voters for the next 3 elections. Without a new fiscal framework, 
we are currently burning through our reserves and incurring a debt through the 
9.5 Billion dollar state of good repair backlog.  Unfortunately, due to the 
complexity of the subject, it is not easy for people to understand the problem. One 
person at the conference said, “You can only provide a solution after people have 
identified the problem.”
 
Councillor James Pasternak said the buzz words should be “Cities need a new 
deal.” Together, I hope we can amplify this to all candidates - especially at the 
next provincial and federal election. 
 
Another fun week at the GGC
GGC is the General Government Committee that focuses on the administrative 
operations of the city. This includes procurement and the management of city 
assets.
 
New E-Fun for Parks & Recreation 
The City will launch a completely new system for booking programs and facilities 
towards the end of the year. We look forward to a refreshed experience that is 
used in cities across North America including Kitchener, Niagara, Los Angeles 
and Santa Monica. Many parents will know the stress of the 7am E-fun Hunger 
Games. While this technology should make things easier - it will not reduce the 
competitive nature of the process due to a limited number of spots. The number 
of programs available in Willowdale has not grown in any meaningful way with our 
population.  There will be a more transparent and accessible process to join 
waitlists, but there will still be a level of anxiety because of the competition. We 
look forward to rolling out this new application and hope it will make things a little 
easier. I will also continue advocating for growing the Parks & Recreation 
offerings to meet the needs of our growing community.

Crossing Guards
One issue that arose was the changing of contracts for crossing guards.
There are four crossing guard zones across the city of Toronto. Our 
neighbourhood is in the North Zone. As the city launched an RFP process to 
select contractors for the next five years, the North Zone unionized. Being 
unionized resulted in sick days, safety training and an improvement in work 
stability.  Unfortunately, the company that ran the North Zone was changed in the 
new contracts that were negotiated. All the current crossing guards will have 
priority to re-apply for their job with new contractors, but they will have to re-
organize should they wish to be unionized again.  What remains unclear is the 
impact on their hourly pay and number of hours paid per week.
 
Crossing guards are pillars in our neighbourhoods offering safe passage on our 
busy streets along with a friendly presence in our neighbourhood. Many of the 
councillors on GGC were disappointed to see this change knowing that it has 
caused anxiety for many crossing guards for whom this is their livelihood.  We 
were backed into a corner because if we did not approve this contract, we might 
not have had any crossing guards this fall. However, we are committed to 
ensuring the best outcome for our crossing guards. To read more about the new 
contracts Click Here.
 
One motion that I tried to move was to explore a collaboration with school boards 
where the work of recess monitors, lunch monitors and crossing guards could be 
consolidated. I know that many schools struggle to find recess monitors due to 
the low hours of work available. A collaboration could create stable full time work 
where crossing guards, who already have relationships with the kids, could also 
play an important role inside the school. My motion was not well received 
because many councillors found it improbable the school board could work with 
us on a framework that includes the contracting out of this work. I am grateful to 
Councillor Josh Matlow who gave me a gracious exit by inviting me to withdraw 
my motion with a promise to work on it with me to be re-introduced at a later date.
 
With the state of our current finances, we need to build collaborative models that 
can consolidate our resources towards more efficiency and potentially better 
outcomes for those we employ.  I look forward to exploring this further. In the 
mean time...
 
Crossing Guard Appreciation Week
Next week (June 5-9) is Crossing Guard Appreciation Week. Please extend a 
warm greeting of appreciation to the many friendly faces that help community kids 
and seniors cross the street in rain, snow, sleet and heat.  Click Here for a 
template you can download to write a note of thanks. 

Congratulations to Amelia Hui for receiving the first ever Councillor Lily 
Cheng Community Champion Award at Earl Haig. She has dedicated much 
time to serving the community and is also a talented artist. Best wishes for a 
bright future! If your school would like to give out such an award, please reach out 
to my office. 
 
It is very hard to summarize life as a City Councillor every week, I know these 
updates can be quite long. I'm hoping as we learn and grow together as a 
community, our voice will become stronger and we can better advocate for 
Willowdale and beyond. Thank you for taking the time to read my updates.
 
This Saturday there will be Fun Fairs at Hollywood Public School and Cameron 
Public School. Hope to see you all there! 
 
Have a wonderful weekend.
 
Warmest regards,

Councillor Lily Cheng
Ward 18 Willowdale / Councillor_Cheng@toronto.ca / 416-392-0210
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The City of Toronto hosted a huge wrap-up bash for the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities for mayors and city councillors from across Canada. Deputy Mayor 
Jennifer McKelvie was a great host and Councillor Pasternak was a great MC. In 
the picture from L-R: Former Deputy City Manager Tracey Cook, City Manager 
Paul Johnson, Councillor Cheng, Councillor Pasternak, Deputy Mayor McKelvie 
and Deputy City Manager Josie Scioli, Corporate Services.

Thank you for subscribing to our weekly e-newsletter! Invite your friends and family to sign up 
at lilycheng.ca. Please also send us any updates of local community news and events that 
we can share.

COUNCILLOR UPDATES

LANSING NURSERY SCHOOL'S NEIGHBOURHOOD GARAGE SALE 
& CYCLETO BIKE TUNE-UP

Come support Lansing Nursery School's Neighbourhood Garage Sale on June 
3rd from 9am to 12pm, and bring your bikes! As it is also Bike Month, our office 
has organized for CycleTO to provide small bike tune-ups for the community. 
CycleTO will be setting up station at Lansing Nursery School to provide this free 
service to all in our neighbourhood.

Date/Time: Monday, June 5, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
In-person Networking starts at 6 PM

Location: Lansing United Church / Zoom
 

Join us for our first ever Avondale Community Town Hall! 
 
Topics that will be covered:

Doris Avenue Extension
401/Yonge Interchange
Traffic Issues
Dog Parks
New Developments

Participants will have the opportunity to engage with City staff, ask questions and 
share ideas and feedback. Your participation will help shape the future!

There will also be an opportunity to network over refreshments from 6-7pm for 
in-person registrants. Online attendees will be sent a link prior to the event, 
although we strongly encourage coming in person! It's hard to have side 
conversations and make new connections on Zoom.

Register Now!

Date/Time: Friday, June 23, 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Location: North York Central Library, Auditorium

 
Join us for the first-ever climate action roundtable in Willowdale! Meet neighbours 
who share your passion for the planet, and brainstorm ideas to shape a 
sustainable future in our community.

Register Now!

Register Now!

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE
The City is modifying and upgrading the storm and sanitary sewer system in our 
neighbourhood to reduce surface and basement flooding: 
 
Finch Avenue West & Edithvale Drive May 26, 2023 - June 9, 2023
Finch Avenue West & Altamont Road June 5, 2023 - June 16, 2023

INTRODUCING NORTH YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
North York turned 100 years old in 2022 and the North York Historical Society 
(NYHS) is over 60 years old.  If you would like to increase your knowledge and 
history of North York, to learn how North York went from a farming community to a 
vibrant part of Toronto, how we preserve our stories and historic buildings, 
consider joining NYHS, or join at one of the speaker events at the North York 
Central Library, where all are welcome; volunteer members at NYHS are always 
happy to share any information about the NYHS! You can also contact them by 
email at info@nyhs.ca or visit https://nyhs.ca/.

Register Now!

CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

2023 BY-ELECTION FOR MAYOR: ADVANCE VOTE LOCATIONS
 

Eligible voters can cast a ballot starting next week in advance polls from June 8 – 
13 from 10am to 7pm at any advance voting location throughout the City of 
Toronto. There are two advance vote locations in Willowdale:

Goulding Community Centre (45 Goulding Ave)
Edithvale Community Centre (131 Finch Ave W)

Learn more about other advance vote locations across the city. 

STAND UP FOR TORONTO
The financial repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic continue to have an 
enormous impact on the City of Toronto’s budget – lost revenue from reduced 
TTC ridership, increased costs to shelter the growing number of people 
experiencing homelessness, and so much more.
Toronto needs the Federal government to provide its promised support of $235 
million for the City’s 2022 COVID-19 impacts, to match the Province’s 
commitment. Without federal support, City funding for future frontline services will 
be affected.
 
Contact your Member of Parliament and stand up for Toronto! Urge the Federal 
government to match the Province and provide the promised support of $235 
million for the City’s 2022 pandemic impacts. The City has made it easy! Use the 
automated system to send a letter. Or contact your MP directly. Search by postal 
code to find your MP’s contact information on the House of Commons Canada 
Members of Parliament webpage. Learn more about the federal funding 
shortfall.

Email Your MP Now!

TORONTO POLICE SERVICES BOARD SEEKS PUBLIC INPUT
 

The Toronto Police Services Board invites the public to contribute to the 
development of its four-year strategic plan, which sets out the key policing 
priorities for our communities. All submissions will be reviewed and considered as 
part of the development of the strategic plan. The Board aims to review the plan 
in early 2024. Learn more.

Fill out the Survey Now!

2023 FINAL PROPERTY TAX BILLS
The City of Toronto has started to issue 2023 final property tax bills, the second of 
two tax bills mailed to property owners each year. The 2023 interim tax bill was 
mailed in January. New this year, residents can register for the city’s new 
electronic billing (eBilling) option and receive their property tax bill in electronic 
format.
 
The city is reminding property owners that payment due dates for final tax bills 
under the three-instalment plan are July 4th, August 1st and September 1st.
 
For property owners enrolled in the Pre-Authorized Tax Payment program, the 
2023 final tax due dates are: 

Two-instalment plan: July 4th
Six-instalment plan: July 4th, August 1st and September 1st 
11-instalment plan: July 17th, August 15, September 15th, October 16th, 

 November 15th and December 15th
 

With the new paperless eBilling option, customers can register to receive email 
notifications of their property tax bills and can then view, print and download their 
digital property tax and utility bills through a secure website. Customers can enrol 
in eBilling services through the city’s Property Tax Lookup and Utility Account 
Lookup webpage or through MyToronto Pay. More information is available on 
the City’s eBilling website.

Property owners can make payments through MyToronto Pay. banks or financial 
institutions using online banking, telephone banking, at a teller or ATM, by 
enrolling in the Pre-authorized Tax Payment program or by cheque.

Learn More

ENERGY AND WATER REPORITNG BY JULY 1, 2023
By July 1, 2023, owners of buildings 50,000 square feet and larger must report 
their annual energy and water use to the Ontario Ministry of Energy, under 
Ontario Regulation 506/18. For those who are new to reporting, please watch 
this short video explaining the benefits of benchmarking and how it can help 
building owners reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions. Learn more 
or get support.

NIGHT ECONOMY REVIEW: VIRTUAL INFORMATION SESSION
Date/Time: Monday, June 5, 6 PM - 7:30 PM

 
The City of Toronto is reviewing the licensing and zoning regulations for 
restaurants, bars and entertainment venues – including nightclubs and live music 
venues – and exploring strategies to support and enhance Toronto’s Night 
Economy.  
 
In March and April 2023, the City hosted public consultations to provide 
opportunities for people to share their ideas and an online public survey was 
posted.
 
On June 5, City staff will be sharing what was heard during these consultations 
including general themes and high-level survey feedback at a public information 
session. The City will deliver a presentation followed by an opportunity for you to 
ask questions.

Register Now

TORONTO EMPLOYMENT SURVEY
The 2023 Toronto Employment Survey is now live, and we need you! 
 
Since 1983, Toronto has monitored the City’s employment by conducting an 
annual survey of businesses. The data collected is vital to monitor the City’s 
economic health, as well as aiding in decision and policy making. It is essential 
background information for forecasting and planning the City’s infrastructure and 
services for the citizens and businesses of Toronto. The Survey is a unique 
resource in Canada for the private and public sectors. 
 
The information collected is treated as strictly confidential, and is released to 
the public only in aggregate form to show employment patterns. Learn more 
about the survey.

RESPONSIBLE DOG OWNERSHIP
Keeping our furry friends and humans safe is a top priority, and responsible dog 
ownership is the key! Here are some important steps you must take as a dog 
owner: 

Leash up your pup
Stoop and scoop 
License your dog
Being mindful of neighbours
Leashing your dog outside at home

Learn more about responsible dog ownership.

OUTDOOR SPLASH AND SPRAY PADS OPEN
Outdoor splash and spray pads are now open across the City! From May 20th 
until September 17th, splash and spray pads will operate daily from 9 AM to 9 
PM.  More information, including locations and maintenance closures, are 
available on the City’s Splash and Spray Pads webpage.
 
Splash and Spray Pad locations in Willowdale:

Avonshire Park – 125 Harrison Garden Blvd
Glendora Park – 201 Glendora Ave
Willowdale Park – 75 Hollywood Ave
Hendon Park – 50 Hendon Ave

TORONTO CHALLENGE REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Toronto Challenge is back better than ever after a three-year break due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Bring your family and friends to Nathan Phillips Square for 
fun activities and entertainment and to raise funds for non-profit organizations that 
serve seniors in the community as well as in the City’s long-term care homes. 
Walkers and runners of all ages and abilities are invited to participate. Learn 
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Walkers and runners of all ages and abilities are invited to participate. Learn 
more and register. 

KEEP COOL
Environment and Climate Change Canada has issued a Heat Warning for 
Toronto, forecasting daytime high temperatures above 30 degrees Celsius for 
Thursday, June 1 until the evening of Friday, June 2. 
 
The City activates its Heat Relief Strategy from May 15 to September 30 each 
year, which includes the Heat Relief Network, providing over 550 cool spaces 
across the city, such as libraries, community centers, and pools, to help people 
beat the heat. Find locations on the Cool Spaces Near You map at 
www.toronto.ca/CoolSpaces. Stay updated on weather alerts with the 
WeatherCAN app from Environment and Climate Change Canada. Learn more. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
ACROSS WILLOWDALE

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOUR WEEK
June 17-24 is NeighbourLink North York's 3rd Meet Your Neighbour Week! 
 
How well do you know the people on your street or floor? NeighbourLink 
encourages you to host a meet up in your front yard or in a local park to get to 
know your immediate neighbours better! 
 
Give out lemonade, have a potluck, go for a walk! The possibilities are endless. 
 
Visit www.neighbourlink.org/meet where you’ll find meet up ideas, invitations 
and posters to make hosting a meet up super easy! They also invite businesses, 
faith organizations, cultural groups and clubs to register a public meet up or have 
some sort of community building initiative!

FARMERS' MARKET
North York's beloved farmers market at Mel 
Lastman Square has returned! Running 
every Thursday, May 25th till Oct 19th from 
8am - 2pm. Be sure to come by to say 'hi' to 
the many returning vendors and grab their 
fresh produce and delicious eats. 

More Community Events!

Let's Connect on Social

If this email was forwarded to you and you’d like to sign up for future 
newsletters, you can do so at www.lilycheng.ca.

MISS A NEWSLETTER? ACCESS PAST ISSUES HERE

Building a Connected Community in Willowdale.

100 Queen Street West, 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

416-392-0210

Share on social
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