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May 20, 2023

Dear Neighbour!
 
This past week has been National Police Week. We are excited to be joining 32 
Division this afternoon (Saturday, May 20) from 4-8pm for a celebratory 
Community Barbecue.  The rain is tapering off so why not skip cooking dinner and 
come out and enjoy some burgers with neighbours!
 
May 17th was the International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and 
Transphobia. We recognize the difficulties faced by our LGBTQ2S+ community 
which is why a day like this is important. We stand in solidarity that everyone 
deserves to live in a safe and hate-free community.
 
BikeShare in Willowdale
Thank you to everyone who attended our Willowdale BikeShare consultation last 
week. It was clear to all who attended that Cai de Ridder, Senior Planner of Bike 
Share Toronto is passionate about his work! Willowdale is slated to get 9 
BikeShare stations in 2024 with 3 more added in 2025. Most of the stations will be 
along Yonge St., Hydro Corridor and Sheppard. One station was supposed to 
have been installed at Yonge/Finch last year, but will be included in the 9 in 2024 
instead. Please see map below. The city is also considering locations for E-Bike 
stations. 
 
Some who attended asked for staff to consider expediting the installation of a 
station at Yonge & Finch. It was also requested for BikeShare to consider different 
sizes of bikes to accommodate kids so families can also enjoy the service, which 
has been done in Paris and some cities in China. 
 
Alcohol in Parks - To Pilot or Not To Pilot
Over the next few weeks each City Councillor will get to decide whether or not to 
pilot allowing alcohol in local parks in their ward, as well as which parks if they opt 
into the pilot. We want to hear from you. Please share your feedback by scrolling 
down to our survey and/or signing up for our townhall.
 
Willowdale BIA
It has been a pleasure getting to know the board members of the Willowdale BIA 
these past few months. We have been working on bringing some summer 
programming to our community. We want to put our neighbourhood on the map 
as a destination - not just for diners, but also for businesses looking for office 
space. Hybrid work models have led to increased vacancies across North 
America, but with some creativity I hope we can bring some innovators to plant 
their programs, services and businesses in Willowdale.
 
Summer at Mel Lastman Square
The Farmer's Market at Mel Lastman Square is slated to start next Thursday from 
9am-2pm (The one at People's Church launched last week). While the calendar is 
still being confirmed, this summer will see a Multicultural Day Concert, Moroccan 
festival, Street Eats Festival, Dance show, Aloha Fest and Toronto Korean 
Festival. 
 
Last year many people asked "Where did Sunday Serenades go?" The 
Willowdale BIA is working with some potential partners and organizers to see if 
we can bring it back, at least for 2 Sundays in July. If you know of any potential 
sponsors, or you want to help make it happen, please let our office know.
 
Unfortunately Canada Day programming disappeared out of the City of Toronto 
budget and we have been working with the city to try to bring something to our 
square, if not for this year - then for next year. We are disappointed our 
community was not included in the Canada Day plans. Every community should 
have the opportunity to have a Canada Day celebration. We encourage 
neighbourhood associations and groups of neighbours to organize your own 
celebrations this year.
 
Happy Victoria Day (next Monday) - ask them to check out the Important safety 
reminder about fireworks under CoT updates in this newsletter. 
 
Democracy Needs a Re-Boot
Many people have told me they feel overwhelmed by the Mayoral By-Elections. 
Most people know this is a critical moment for our city with many complex issues 
that require a new approach as well as a pathway to a new fiscal framework. 
Unfortunately, voter turnout continues to suffer across our city. If we want a better 
future for our city, this needs to change!
 
I mentioned to North York Central Library that I have enjoyed reading a book 
called Teardown : Rebuilding Democracy from the Ground Up by Dave 
Meslin who previously worked at City Hall and has some brilliant insights into 
how we could change our ways to foster and empower more engagement. The 
Library invited Dave to be a guest and talk By-elections and Municipal Reform 
on Tuesday, May 30, 6:30-8pm. You can Click Here to register for their event.  
 
We are so excited to have Dave come to Willowdale we invited him to join us for a 
deeper dive informal discussion about the mayoral candidates, their platforms and 
their campaigns following the library presentation at Jack Astor's rooftop patio 
(May 30, 9-10:30pm).  This will not be a debate, but friendly banter with 
neighbours on who will make a great mayor for our city. Click Here to register for 
the pub night discussion.
 
Toronto Police Services Board
One of the places I did not expect to land after becoming a City Councillor was 
the Toronto Police Board. It has been a steep learning curve and I still have much 
to learn about this organization that is a fundamental part of our city and budget.  
 
Hate Crimes in Toronto
This past week we learned that while hate crimes have decreased slightly 
between 2022 and 2021, they are still much higher than pre-pandemic levels.  
Click Here to see the 2022 Annual Hate Crime Statistical Report.  Jewish, 
Black and LGBT community members experience the most hate crimes with 
schools being the top location for hate crimes to occur. Any experience of a hate 
crime is traumatic and we must work together to build a more inclusive and 
empathetic society.
 
Mental Health and Addiction Strategy Update
We also received the Toronto Police Service Mental Health and Addiction 
Strategy Update at the TPSB meeting.  The service continues to spend a great 
deal of effort and intentionality to provide de-escalation training with measured 
results.  
 
One important part of the strategy is the Mobile Crisis Intervention Team 
(MCIT) where mental health nurses and a specially trained police officer work 
together on 9-1-1 calls involving individuals experiencing a mental health crisis. 
Currently, 12 teams operate from 9am to 11pm across all divisions. The 13th 
team operates from Tuesday to Friday, 1:30pm – 11:30pm in the more densely 
populated areas of the downtown core (police divisions 14, 51 and 52), where the 
volume of crisis calls are higher. 
 
Because this program is reliant on partners whose team members are funded by 
the province, there is a limit to the size and availability of the team. I moved a 
motion to receive a report back on the gaps in the program where a MCIT could 
have been mobilized but was not available due to capacity or availability.  I hope 
this data can help us advocate for more resources for this important program.  
 
Click Here to view the public portion of the Toronto Police Board meetings.
 
Meet Your Neighbours!
It's a great time to get out and get to know your neighbours with NeighbourLink 
North York's Meet Your Neighbour Week (June 17-24) & Willowdale Yard 
Sale Day and many community BBQs, Fun Fairs and Carnivals happening over 
the next few weeks. After a long and dreary winter, let's get out and support our 
local community while having some fun! Scroll down to see all the upcoming 
events.
 
Thank you for reading this newsletter and helping us build a more connected 
community.
 
Have a wonderful Victoria Long Weekend! 
  
Warmest regards,

Councillor Lily Cheng
Ward 18 Willowdale / Councillor_Cheng@toronto.ca / 416-392-0210

PLANNED BIKESHARE STATIONS IN WILLOWDALE

Scroll down to find out more about:
 
~ COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Community Townhall: Alcohol in Parks
Avondale Community Townhall 
Mayoral By-Election Community Pub Night Discussion
32 Division Community BBQ 
We are Hiring! Summer Communications & Events Coordinator
Finch Station - Yonge North Extension Construction 
Upcoming Metrolinx Community Pop-Up Event
Community Consultation - 6355 Yonge St

 
~ CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

2023 Summer Recreation Program
Firework Safety and Tips
Updates on Seasonal Park Washrooms and Fountains
Key Information for By-Election for Mayor

 
~ COMMUNITY EVENTS ACROSS WILLOWDALE

Apply to be 2023's Entrepreneur in Residence
Willowdale Yard Sale Day
Doors Open TO in Willowdale
Fun Fairs

Thank you for subscribing to our weekly e-newsletter! Invite your friends and family to sign up 
at lilycheng.ca. Please also send us any updates of local community news and events that 
we can share.

COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Date/Time: Wednesday, May 24, 8PM - 9PM
Location: Zoom

The City of Toronto is embarking on a pilot of alcohol consumption in public parks 
on an opt-in basis by ward and by park. The pilot program will run from August 5 
to October 9, 2023. We would like your feedback to help us decide the best way 
forward for our community.
 
Please attend our townhall. We also invite you to fill out this survey. Deadline for 
feedback is June 5 at midnight.

Fill out the Survey!

Register Now!

Date/Time: Monday, June 5, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
In-person Networking starts at 6 PM

Location: Lansing United Church / Zoom
 

Join us for our first ever Avondale Community Town Hall! 
 
Topics that will be covered:

Doris Avenue Extension
401/Yonge Interchange
Traffic Issues
Dog Parks
New Developments

 
Participants will have the opportunity to engage with City staff, ask questions and 
share ideas and feedback. Your participation will help shape the future!

There will also be an opportunity to network over refreshments from 6-7pm for 
in-person registrants. Online attendees will be sent a link prior to the event, 
although we strongly encourage coming in person! It's hard to have side 
conversations and make new connections on Zoom.

Register Now!

Civic Engagement Tuesday in Willowdale!
 

2 Events
Date: Tuesday, May 30

 
Event 1: Tearing It Down: By-elections and Municipal Reform with Dave 

Meslin at North York Central Library, 6:30-8pm Click Here to register.
 

Event 2: Mayoral By-Election Pub Night Discussion with Neighbours & Dave 
Meslin, at Jack Astor's Rooftop Patio, 9-10:30pm Click Here to register

 
Dave Meslin, known for his bestselling books on civic engagement, Teardown: 
Rebuilding Democracy from the Ground Up, is coming to Willowdale for an 
evening of lively discussion about his book and the upcoming Mayoral By-
Election.
 
Please note the mayoral candidates WILL NOT be in attendance (unless they 
surprise us). All are welcome to join us for free, however, everyone will have to 
pay for their own refreshments at Jack Astor's.  
 
We hope you will join us for an evening of strengthening our civic engagement!
 

WE ARE HIRING! 
Passionate about community engagement and event planning? Want to help 
make Willowdale a welcoming and inviting place to be? Join our team! We are 
hiring a Summer Communications & Events Coordinator. Short-term contract 
from June 1, 2023 to September 1, 2023. 

Learn More & Apply Now!

FINCH STATION - YONGE NORTH EXTENSION CONSTRUCTION
Effective May 23, 2023 to June 5, 2023, Finch Station will be reduced from two 
platforms to a single platform for upgrades related to the Line 1 subway 
extension. You may experience longer than expected travel times during this time. 
Learn more.

UPCOMING METROLINX COMMUNITY POP-UP EVENT
Date/Time: May 24, 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Location: Bayview Hill Community Centre (114 Spadina Road, Richmond Hill)
 

Metrolinx's team is out in the community to share the latest project update and 
answer your questions about the Yonge North Subway Extension!

Register Here

CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

2023 SUMMER RECREATION PROGRAM
The City of Toronto’s summer recreation program listings are now available 
online. Registration opens on Wednesday, June 7, for programs in North York that 
begin on Tuesday, July 4 and run until Friday, September 1. Learn more 
on City’s Summer Recreation Program webpage.

FIREWORK SAFETY AND TIPS
You can set off consumer fireworks on your private property without a permit until 
11 PM only on Victoria Day (May 22 this year) and Canada Day (July 1). You will 
need a permit to set off fireworks on all other days. To request a permit, contact 
tfs_events@toronto.ca or call 416-338-8783. Fireworks are not allowed in 
parks, beaches, streets, parking lots or any private property that is not your own. 
Learn more. 

UPDATES ON SEASONAL PARK WASHROOMS AND FOUNTAINS
122 seasonal park washrooms and water fountains are now open across the city. 
The Parks, Forestry & Recreation department has created a new online 
washrooms map to help you find the nearest open washroom near you. 

BY-ELECTION FOR MAYOR
KEY DATES

Advance voting will take place Thursday, June 8 to Tuesday, June 13
By-election will be held Monday, June 26

CHECK YOUR VOTERS’ LIST: Eligible voters can confirm they are on the voters’ 
list and add or update their information by visiting Toronto Elections MyVote or 
calling 311. All revisions must be submitted by Friday, May 26. 
APPLY TO VOTE BY MAIL: Eligible voters can choose an alternative to in-
person voting and can apply to vote by mail until May 26 at 4:30 p.m. Apply to 
vote online by visiting the Toronto Elections Vote by Mail webpage or by calling 
Toronto Elections at 416-338-1111 and pressing 5.

Learn More about the By-Election for Mayor!

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
ACROSS WILLOWDALE

APPLY TO BE 2023'S ENTREPRENEUR IN RESIDENCE
Toronto Public Library is now accepting applications for this year's Entrepreneur 
in Residence program, running for eight weeks from October 2 to November 24, 
2023. The program aims to support entrepreneurs who are members of 
Indigenous and equity-deserving groups. Find details, requirements and how to 
apply in the Expression of Interest (PDF).  

WILLOWDALE YARD SALE DAY
Willowdale Yard Sale Day is back! Meet Your Neighbours, Shop Your Neighbours!
You can:
- Host a Yard Sale on your drive-way
- Host a Yard Sale at our Market at Spring Garden Church
- Get Your Condo to host a yard sale
Registration is now open, but space is limited at the market, so act fast! Market 
runs from 9am-12pm at 112 Spring Garden Ave.
 
Click Here to register and see our yard sale map.

DOORS OPEN TO IN WILLOWDALE
Willowdale Central Ratepayers Association has put together a Willowdale edition 
guide for Doors Open TO 2023, which will provide you with information needed to 
make the most of our neighbourhood. Click Here to check it out and plan your 
visit! 

More Community Events!

Let's Connect on Social

If this email was forwarded to you and you’d like to sign up for future 
newsletters, you can do so at www.lilycheng.ca.

MISS A NEWSLETTER? ACCESS PAST ISSUES HERE

Building a Connected Community in Willowdale.

100 Queen Street West, 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

416-392-0210
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