
Connected Community
February 25, 2023

 
Dear Neighbour !
 
With winter returning this past week, I hope everyone has made it safely through 
the storm. Should you encounter any gaps in the snow clearing, please contact 
311. If you see any issues that require further attention you can also contact my 
office.

This week at North York Community Council I successfully passed a motion to 
object to the recent iteration of the Federal Electoral Districts Redistribution 
that removes one of Toronto's wards (Don Valley East). This plan would lead to a 
reduction in representation for our constituents in Toronto, one of the fastest 
growing cities in North America. The City of Toronto deserves to keep all our 
wards in this redistribution. 

LAST CALL!- I’m hosting a Willowdale Community Safety Town Hall this 
Monday, February 27 at 7pm. 32 Division police will be attending as well as staff 
from the Willowdale Welcome Centre shelter (5800 Yonge St.) to address 
community concerns as well as hear suggestions from 32 Division on how we can 
improve community safety.   Staff from the City of Toronto's Shelter, Support & 
Housing Administration (SSHA) will be present to answer questions in person 
and to listen to our discussion. However, they will not be participating on the panel 
and will therefore not be available for online participants.  We would like to 
encourage people to come in person if you are able.  There will be coffee and 
Persian and Chinese pastries served.  CLICK HERE to RSVP.
 
Rundown for the evening:
7-7:30pm - Connect with neighbours, SSHA staff, Dixon Hall staff (that run the 
Willowdale Warming Centre), Willowdale Central Ratepayers Association and 
Bayview Cummer Neighbourhood Association. (In-person only)
7:30-8pm - Presentation by 32 Division (our local police - in person and virtual)
8pm-9:30pm - Open Discussion and Q&A (in person and virtual)
 
We will also be sharing details on the establishment of a Community Liaison 
Committee for the shelter. I hope you can join us in coming together to identify 
solutions to our safety concerns!
 
We are also launching a Community Safety Survey to help us better understand 
the concerns in needs in our community. Please take a moment and give us your 
concerns and ideas.
 
Warmest regards,
Lily Cheng
Toronto City Councillor 
Ward 18 Willowdale
Councillor_Cheng@toronto.ca
416-392-0210

 
Scroll down to find out more about:
 
COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Community Safety Town Hall
Community Safety Survey
Community Development Consultation
Winter Weather
Construction Updates
Request a Congratulatory Scroll from Our Office
Community Cultural Group Chats
Community Roundtable Opportunities

 
CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

Mayoral By-Election
Spring Recreation Programs
Welcome Policy Yearly Credit
Recreation Discounts for Older Adults 
City of Toronto Recreation Jobs
2023 Curb Lane Cafe Applications Open
Volunteers Needed - Toronto Newcomers Day
Free Tax Clinics in Willowdale
Vacant Home Tax Declaration - Deadline Extended: Feb 28, 2023

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS ACROSS WILLOWDALE

 
 UPCOMING Events

 
HAPPENING TODAY! - Free Drop-in Afro & Soca Fusion Workout

Sat, Feb 25, 11:45am - 12:45pm @ Edithvale Community Centre 
 

Newcomers Welcome Tea (Organized by NeighbourLink North York)
Sun, Feb 26, 4pm - 6pm @ Spring Garden Church RSVP HERE
 

Willowdale Community Safety Town Hall 
Mon, Feb 27, 7pm @ Willowdale Pentecostal Church / Zoom
(Hosted by Councillor Lily Cheng) RSVP HERE
 

SAVE THE DATE: Willowdale's Nowruz for Kids
Mar 18, 1-5pm @ North York Public Library
Hosted by Councillor Lily Cheng, in partnership with the Toronto Public Library. 
RSVP HERE 
 

UPCOMING Virtual Community Development Consultations 
Tue, Feb 28, 6:30 - 8:30pm - 5576 Yonge Street Consultation 

RSVP HERE
 
UPCOMING Construction

Mar 6, 7-9pm - Virtual Public Meeting for Yonge-Steeles Corridor Urban 
Design and Streetscape Plan

Feb 27, 2023 - Mar 13, 2023 - Temporary Road Closure on Yorkview 
Drive between Fleetwell Court and Wynn Road

Feb 2023 - TBA - Yonge North Subway Extension: Hendon Avenue
Mar 2023 - Jun 2023 - Toronto Hydro Overhead Civil & Electrical 

Upgrade: Finch - Grantbrook
Mar 2023 - Nov 2023 - Watermain Replacement and Local Road 

Resurfacing: Ellerslie Avenue
 

COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Thank you to Toronto Public Library for the wonderful tour of the North 
York Central Library, a true gem in our neighbourhood. We look forward 

to the many community events that can be hosted in the upcoming 
Concourse event space! 

 
HAPPENING MONDAY! - COMMUNITY SAFETY TOWN HALL

Location: Willowdale Pentecostal Church / Zoom
Mon, Feb 27, 2023 - 7pm - 9:30pm 

We are convening a meeting as many community members have approached our 
office with safety concerns. The City of Toronto’s Shelter, Support & Housing 
Administration (SSHA) staff will be available in-person from 7:00 - 7:30 pm to 
answer any questions you may have. If you would like to take advantage of this 
opportunity, please make sure to attend in-person.
 
If you have already registered as an online attendee but have changed your mind 
and now plan to attend in-person, please update your RSVP on Eventbrite. This 
will help us get an accurate count of in-person and online attendees. We are also 
excited to inform you that our upcoming event will feature an assortment of 
delicious Chinese and Persian snacks for attendees to enjoy. We invite you to join 
us in-person to savour these delicious snacks.
 
To register or change your ticket, please visit: 
https://willowdalesafety.eventbrite.ca
 
To help us make the most of our limited time, we kindly request that you submit 
any questions you may have in advance through the survey. This will allow us to 
identify the most pressing topics and avoid multiple questions on the same 
subject.
 

QUESTIONS FOR TOWNHALL

Please take a moment and help us learn more about safety in our 
community.  Click Here for survey. Please also invite your neighbours to 

fill out the survey.

 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION - 5576 Yonge St.

Location: Online
Tue, Feb 28, 2023 - 6:30pm - 8pm 

The application is to amend the Official Plan and Zoning By-law to permit a 
mixed-use development with two residential towers of 35 storeys (112.99 metres) 
and 25 storeys (80.37 metres) in height. Each tower has a 3 storey podium 
having retail uses the east building adjacent to Yonge Street.
 
The proposed gross floor area is 40,906 square metres for residential, 507 square 
metres for non-residential, and 11.44 for Floor Space Index. A total of 608 
dwelling units are proposed. A two level underground parking garage would 
provide 101 vehicle parking spaces and 498 bicycle parking spaces.
 
RSVP Here: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/5576-yonge-st-community-
consultation-tickets-546426766167
 

WINTER WEATHER
For all of your Winter Weather related information including snow removal, 
sidewalk clearing, power outages and helping those in need, please visit: 
https://www.lilycheng.ca/post/winter 
You can also track real-time locations of plows, sidewalk plows and salt trucks on 
PlowTO. This can identify which roads have been serviced by winter snow 
clearing vehicles and crews within the last 12 hours. Here is the link:
https://bit.ly/3DjsONr

Yonge-Steeles Corridor Urban Design and Streetscape Plan
Change is coming to the Yonge Street and Steeles Avenue corridor. The City of 
Vaughan is preparing the Yonge-Steeles Corridor Urban Design and Streetscape 
Plan – and wants to share recent updates and the draft plan with you!
 
Join a virtual public meeting on Monday, March 6, from 7-9pm, to learn more 
about:

the project and study updates.
the project design framework.
streetscape plans.
draft design guidelines.
how the plan will be implemented.

 
Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions during the live meeting. 
Further comments can also be submitted to the project team via email at 
yongesteeles@vaughan.ca until Monday, March 27. 
 
To register: vaughan.ca/YongeSteeles. A link to join the session will be provided 
on March 6. 

Learn More

Temporary Road Closure:
Yorkview Drive between Fleetwell Court and Wynn Road

 
The City of Toronto is modifying and upgrading the storm and sanitary sewer 
system in your area in order to reduce surface and basement flooding. Due to the 
depth and nature of the sanitary sewer construction work on Yorkview Drive, the 
road will be closed between Fleetwell Court and Wynn Road effective 7am on 
Monday, Feb 27, 2023, to 7pm on Monday, Mar 13, 2023.
 
Expected Timeline: February 27, 2023 – March 13, 2023

Learn More

Yonge North Subway Extension: 
Hendon Avenue

Expected Timeline: February 21, 2023 - TBA

Learn More

Toronto Hydro Overhead Civil & Electrical Upgrade: 
Finch - Grantbrook: Finch Avenue West and Ancona Street

Expected Timeline: March 2023 - June 2023

Learn More

Watermain Replacement and Local Road Resurfacing:
Ellerslie Ave.: Ellerslie Avenue from Bathurst Street to Stafford Road

Expected Timeline: March 2023 - November 2023

Learn More

Mitchell Field Update:
Warming Centre & Programming

Learn More

Request a Congratulatory Scroll from Our Office
Would you like to have a congratulatory scroll sent from our office to a Willowdale 
resident celebrating a significant birthday, anniversary, or other special event? 
Submit a request for a congratulatory scroll from our office.
 
For more information, please visit: https://www.lilycheng.ca/request-a-
congratulatory-scroll 

 
COMMUNITY CULTURAL GROUP CHATS

Our office launched neighbourhood networks on WeChat and KakaoTalk for our 
Chinese and Korean communities. Join us and connect with your neighbours! 
 
Stay tuned, our Telegram network is coming soon! 

 
COMMUNITY ROUNDTABLE OPPORTUNITIES

I’m creating a Poverty Alleviation Roundtable and Climate Change Roundtable. If 
you would like to take part and share in the shaping of these initiatives in 
Willowdale, please sign up on my website www.lilycheng.ca. These roundtables 
will commence in the next couple of months and we’ll be sharing more details 
soon.

CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES
MAYORAL BY-ELECTION

On Feb 23, 2023, the City Clerk announced that the Mayoral by-election will be 
held on Monday, June 26, 2023.City Council will declare the Office of the Mayor 
vacant at our next Council session on March 29 to 31. Once the position is 
officially declared vacant and Council adopts a bylaw requiring a by-election to be 
held, the City Clerk can proceed with opening nominations. The City Clerk has set 
the following Mayoral by-election dates:

Nominations will open Monday, April 3 at 8:30 AM
Nominations will close Friday, May 12 at 2 PM
Advance voting will take place Thursday, June 8 to Tuesday, June 13
By-election will be held Monday, June 26

Electors will also be provided with the option to vote by mail.
 

SPRING RECREATION PROGRAMS
Registration for spring recreation programs in North York starts March 10, 2023. 
Programs start the week of April 1, 2023. With more than 10,000 registered 
courses and 1,800 drop-in programs on offer, there’s something for all ages, 
interests and skill levels this spring. Find your nearest location using the 
Registered Programs Map.
 
The quickest and easiest way to register for recreation programs is online. 
Registration by phone will also be available at 416-396-7378, from 7 am on March 
10, 2023. Residents who require help preparing for registration can call 416-396-
7378, Monday to Friday, 8 am to 5 pm.
 
Learn more about how to register, please visit How to Register for Recreation 
Programs – City of Toronto 
 

 
Welcome Policy Yearly Credit

The Welcome Policy credit can be used to register for City recreation programs, 
including CampTO. Those receiving social assistance (Ontario Works) and living 
in Toronto are pre-approved to receive this credit and should speak to their 
caseworker or apply online. Toronto residents with a before-tax total family 
income below the Low income cut-off (LICO) threshold may also apply for the 
Welcome Policy by visiting the City’s Welcome Policy webpage. 
 

 
Discounts For Older Adults

Participants 60 years old and older receive a 50 per cent discount on the regular 
price of adult recreation programs, excluding private, semi-private and small 
group lessons. For more information about free programs and other subsidies for 
recreation programs, please visit the City’s Welcome Policy webpage.
 

 
Recreation Jobs

The City continues to hire for all recreation positions, including camp 
counsellor/playground leader, lifeguards, specialty camp instructors and special 
needs program staff. More information about positions and upcoming information 
sessions is available on the City’s Recreations Jobs webpage.
 

 
2023 Curb Lane Café Applications Open

Applications for the 2023 Curb Lane Café season are now open. Local restaurant 
and bar owners and operators interested in expanding outdoor dining space into 
curb lanes and sidewalks through the City of Toronto’s CaféTO program can 
apply for permits online at www.toronto.ca/CafeTO. Operators interested in the 
program can review the comprehensive CaféTO Guidebook and apply for permits 
until March 28 at 11:59pm.
 

 
Volunteers Needed: Toronto Newcomer Day

The City is preparing to celebrate Toronto Newcomer Day on May 25 at Nathan 
Phillips Square. Toronto Newcomer Office is looking for staff to volunteer for the 
event. If interested, please complete this online form by March 15, 2023. 
Review the Volunteer Roles and Responsibilities to learn more and please obtain 
approval from your supervisor before completing this survey. If you have any 
questions, contact Adey Worku at Adey.Worku@toronto.ca or 416-984-6418.
 

 
FREE TAX CLINICS IN WILLOWDALE

Community organizations host free tax clinics where volunteers file tax returns for 
people with a modest income and a simple tax situation. There are free in-person 
and virtual tax clinics across Willowdale. 
 
Learn more: http://bit.ly/3xgi8fb
 

 
VACANT HOME TAX DECLARATION 

DEADLINE EXTENDED!
The City of Toronto has extended the deadline for Vacant Home Tax Declaration 
to February 28. CLICK HERE to submit your Vacant Home Tax Declaration of 
Occupancy Status. Homeowners are encouraged to make a declaration of their 
property’s occupancy status as soon as possible to avoid any penalties. 
 
If you require extra help to submit your declaration, please contact us 
(Councillor_Cheng@toronto.ca / 416-392-0210).

COMMUNITY EVENTS ACROSS 
WILLOWDALE

Don't miss out on the many community events happening in Willowdale! From an 
"Digital Folding Screen" art installation with Korean music performance  
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"Digital Folding Screen" art installation with Korean music performance  
(happening TOMORROW!) at Gibson House tomorrow to Newcomers 
Welcome Tea organized by NeighbourLink North York (also happening 
TOMORROW!); there's something for everyone to enjoy. Click to learn more 
and mark your calendars for these exciting events!
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