
Connected Community
April 15, 2023

HOPE TO SEE YOU TODAY, 10am-2pm at 
Centrepoint Mall parking lot for 

Willowdale Community Environment Day!
 
Dear Neighbour!
 
The spring weather is finally warming up and it’s great to see so many people out 
and about enjoying the sunshine!
 
It was a similarly beautiful sunny day when our neighbourhood was changed 
forever - marked by a tragedy on a scale we had never experienced.  It's hard to 
believe the Yonge Street Tragedy happened 5 years ago on April 23rd. At the 
same time, we saw our community come together in powerful ways that 
transcended language and culture. The bonds that were formed in those first 
weeks have continued and seeded the many community initiatives of We Love 
Willowdale including the Willowdale Covid Response Network and the 415 
Food Hub, the newest food bank in Willowdale. On April 23 at 3pm, we will come 
together to remember the victims and the strength of our community with a Yonge 
Street Tragedy Commemoration & Concert of Hope at Empress Cinemas, 
followed by an opportunity to Cast Paper Boats of Hope at the Mel Lastman 
Square Reflection Pool (4pm).   This will be followed by an opportunity to 
connect with community members over refreshments. The commemoration will 
also be live-streamed to the We Love Willowdale Facebook Page.  Please 
RSVP for the commemoration and/or the boat casting here: 
5YearYongeStTragedy.eventbrite.ca.
 
I’ve heard from many of you who are concerned about the recent crime in 
Willowdale that has hit the news. From fake pizza delivery money scams, to 
shootings - it’s definitely been a lot to take in. While much of this activity is 
challenging to stop overnight, the more we can report incidents we witness or 
experience to the police, the better they can allocate resources for our 
community. 
 
I hope you can make it out to our Willowdale Environment Day TODAY! 
(Saturday, April 15th) - details below. I’d love to see you there!
 
Warmest regards,

Councillor Lily Cheng
Ward 18 Willowdale / Councillor_Cheng@toronto.ca / 416-392-0210

Scroll down to find out more about:
 
~ COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Willowdale Environment Day
Yonge St. Tragedy Commemoration
Make the Right Call
Abandoned Home Updates
BCNA Annual General Meeting
Housing & Immigration in the GTA Panel
Willowdale BIA Celebrates Earth Day

 
~ CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

Pothole Repair Blitz
Safe TTC App
Newcomer Women’s Entrepreneurship Forum 2023

 
~ COMMUNITY EVENTS ACROSS WILLOWDALE

Willowdale Concerts in the Park - Call to Artists

Thank you for subscribing to our weekly e-newsletter! Invite your friends and family to sign up 
at lilycheng.ca. Please also send us any updates of local community news and events that 
we can share.

COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Join us for our first Willowdale Community Environment Day TOMORROW!  Click Here to 
RSVP or just come meet us tomorrow (See map below)! 

Learn More Here!

ABANDONED HOME UPDATES
Through determination and successful collaboration with various departments 
within the City of Toronto, we have arrived at a resolution to the case of an 
abandoned home in North York. The achievement of a positive outcome could not 
have been made possible without the help of ML&S S.E.R.T. (Specialized 
Enforcement and Resolution Team) where the owner was finally located after 
years of search. Collectively with the owner, we worked to attain an agreeable 
conclusion where the owner has chosen to sell the property in an ‘as-is/where-is’ 
condition for re-development. In the meantime, the City of Toronto will continue to 
address the property standards as appropriate. https://bit.ly/3GKM7ki

Date and time: Wed, Apr 19, 2023, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM EDT 
Location: The Ismaili Centre, 49 Wynford Drive, Toronto, ON M3C 1K1

 
Housing remains a key issue in our city and around the world. Join me for a panel 
discussion on this important subject and how it relates to immigration.  Click Here 
for further details and RSVP.

CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

POTHOLE REPAIR BLITZ
Sat, Apr 15, 6 AM-6 PM

Weather permitting, the City of Toronto will launch a pothole repair blitz this 
Saturday to keep Toronto’s expressways, major roads and neighbourhood streets 
in a state of good repair. City crews will work a 12-hour shift to repair as many 
potholes as possible.

SAFE TTC APP
The Safe TTC app is a quick and discreet method for 
reporting harassment, safety concerns or suspicious 
activity directly to the TTC’s Transit Control Centre. More 
information and a list of FAQs are available on the Safe 
TTC app webpage. 

NEWCOMER WOMEN’S ENTREPRENEURSHIP FORUM 2023
Date/Time: April 27, 8:30 AM - 12 PM

Location: Scarborough Civic Centre (150 Borough Drive)
The City will host a free in-person entrepreneurship forum for female-identifying 
newcomer entrepreneurs, providing guidance, information, tools, and networking 
opportunities. 
Learn more and register.

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
ACROSS WILLOWDALE

WILLOWDALE CONCERTS IN THE PARK - CALL TO ARTISTS
Willowdale Central Ratepayers' Association (WCRA), with support from North 
York Arts and Oulahen Team Realty Inc. Brokerage, will be hosting weekly 
concert performances this summer. Lee Lifeson Art Park, 7-9pm starting June 
1st. 
Are you an emerging artist, or do you know a musician that would like to be part 
of this concert series?... If yes, please be sure to apply using the link below. 
Registration closes May 5, 2023. Apply today! 

Check out our community events page, in which we newly added: 
Spring Open House at Lansing United Church (TODAY!) - Great deals to be 

found at the Nearly New Shop, 
"Prisoner of Tehran" Storytelling & Dance Performance, 
Accord Saxophone Orchestra, and 
Community BBQ with 32 Division.

Learn More about Community Events!

Let's Connect on Social

If this email was forwarded to you and you’d like to sign up for future 
newsletters, you can do so at www.lilycheng.ca.
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Building a Connected Community in Willowdale.
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