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July 7, 2023

Dear Neighbour!
 
I'm excited to announce Willowdale will launch our first ever Yonge North York 
Night Market happening NEXT WEEKEND - July 14-16 at Mel Lastman 
Square. There will be 80+ vendors, games AND world class dancers coming to 
compete, perform and teach all weekend long. We are grateful for a beautiful 
partnership that has been created between StreetEats (renowned food event 
organizer across the GTA) with the Yonge North York BIA (formerly named 
Willowdale BIA) and Star Dance (a local dance school in the Emerald building). 
It’s going to be a fantastic event. We hope to see you there! Click Here for details 
including performance schedule.
 
Priorities for Willowdale
Next week our new mayor will be sworn in. I will have the chance to share 
Willowdale priorities with her. If you have not yet done so, please share your 
thoughts and ideas with me. Click Here for our short survey.
 
Bike Lanes are coming to Sheppard Avenue East
Many people will have received a notice of road resurfacing that will be happening 
between Kenneth and Clairtrell. This will include the addition of bike lanes and the 
removal of the middle turning lane while keeping left turning lanes at all signalized 
intersections. Construction is slated to begin August 2023 and end June 2024. 
Despite consultation happening for this project between November 2021 to 
January 2022, many are surprised by this news. You can read the consultation 
summary here. We will be hosting an in-person information session about this 
project on Wednesday, July 26. Please Click Here to RSVP. The location will be 
announced next week. Click Here for further details about this project.
 
Yonge St. Foot Patrol Launched!
In a Willowdale Community Safety survey launched earlier this year, 74% of 
respondents said they feel less safe in our neighbourhood over the last 3 years. 
Further, many businesses have requested more police presence on Yonge Street 
due to many of the challenges encountered by business owners. We are pleased 
to announce 32 Division launched the Yonge Street Foot Patrol this week. A 
rotating team of two officers with some trainees will be actively patrolling Yonge 
Street, Doris and Beecroft between Avondale and Bishop. We are grateful to 
Superintendent Belanger and Staff Sergeant Cosgrove for their support and 
leadership for our community. We look forward to getting to know our 
neighbourhood officers. Click Here to read the announcement from 32 Division 
and view a picture of the team.
 
West Lansing Canada Day BBQ
Canada Day was filled with fun and connecting with neighbours. I especially 
enjoyed the West Lansing Homeowners Association annual BBQ. This 
community has one of the strongest neighbourhood associations in Willowdale 
which can be seen by their strong volunteer base and the large number of people 
who come out to their events. Thank you to Scott and Melanie who help make this 
and many other events happen. It only takes one or two people to be catalysts to 
change the fabric of a community! As I often like to say, “Life is better when you 
know your neighbours.”
 
Inspiration from Canada Day at Mel Lastman Square
We are grateful for the variety of entertainment that we were able to host at Mel 
Lastman Square. From roller skating dancers to a dancing brass band - it was a 
party all around - only hampered by some scattered showers and the threat of a 
thunderstorm.
 
Due to the risks presented by lightening, we ended up cutting cake and sharing a 
“Canada Day” moment with MP Ali Ehsassi, Councillor Shelly Carroll, and Cat 
Criger an Indigenous Elder, Traditional Teacher and Knowledge Keeper inside 
North York Civic Centre. 
 
Cat is from the Cayuga Nation, Turtle Clan. The Wampum agreement that covers 
the area in which we reside called “the dish with one spoon,” was an agreement 
to share our resources, the land and water in a way that benefits the next 7 
generations. In a time of fast fashion and products that seem to have a built-in 
breakdown-time, it seems increasingly difficult to build an economy that looks to 
not just the next generation but 7 generations! I look forward to the opportunity to 
bring a repair cafe event through our Climate Action Roundtable in the future!
 
Cat also shared how the sun coming up in the morning reminds us how we are to 
walk as humans. “Walk through life in a good way. Bring light, bring warmth, 
bring life to everything around you.” he shared. I am so grateful to have heard 
such inspiring and grounding words on Canada Day - which is not just a 
celebration, and not just a moment to be grateful, but also an invitation to 
consider our role in building the future of our community and country!
 
Willowdale Climate Action Roundtable Recap
Many thanks to the 40+ neighbours who joined me for our first ever Willowdale 
Climate Action Roundtable. It was amazing to see such a diverse group of people 
coming together with a genuine desire to make change. We brainstormed 6 main 
buckets of ideas:

1. Urban Ecology - including park clean ups, learning to identify and remove 
invasive species, etc.,
2. Transportation - including fostering active transportation, advocating for 
infrastructure including Cummer station, etc.,
3. Policy and Advocacy - including partnerships with other organizations, 
supporting climate friendly policies etc.,
4. Residential Consumption - Repair Cafes, Swaps and other activities that 
decrease consumption.
5. Residential Energy - converting to electric heat pumps, installing charging 
stations for EVs, etc.,
6. Education and Community - speaker series, eco fairs, etc.

 
We broke up into groups to brainstorm action ideas for each bucket and then 
chose 3 to start working on over the summer. Please stay tuned for the following 
3 actions which will be led by group members:

1. Advocacy campaign for Cummer Station.
2. Host a community bike ride.
3. Host an eco fair to run alongside Community Environment Day at Earl Haig 
- July 29.
 

I look forward to the learning and action journey that awaits this wonderful group 
of neighbours, many of whom have decades of experience in climate action. It’s 
not too late to join our next meeting which will happen in the fall.
 
July 4th Flag Raising
I had the honour to host US Consul General Susan R. Crystal in an American flag 
raising at City Hall this past week. The flag raising gave me a moment to reflect 
on our shared values. 
 
Toronto, like the US, is a landing spot for people around the world to pursue their 
dreams - to plant families, grow careers and businesses and give back. According 
to the Oxford dictionary - the American Dream is the ideal by which equality of 
opportunity is available to any American, allowing the highest aspirations and 
goals to be achieved. This too is a Canadian dream. That every person who 
arrives in Canada, including here in Toronto, would have equity of opportunity to 
fulfill their aspirations and potential. This is a worthy value that we should 
celebrate and work together to achieve. 
 
Both my parents grew up in poverty and it is Canada and my parents' sacrifice 
that has afforded me the opportunity to not just work to survive, but to fulfill a 
calling. 
 
Upcoming Break
All council and committee meetings break in August, hence my team and I will be 
taking a moment to refresh and regroup. As a result, our regular emails will take 
pause with only an occasional update as needed. 
 
Thank you for reading this email - which is a way we can work together towards 
building a connected community. Hope to see you at the Night Market!
 
Warmest regards,

Councillor Lily Cheng
Ward 18 Willowdale / Councillor_Cheng@toronto.ca / 416-392-0210
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Due to the risks presented by lightening, we ended up cutting cake and sharing a 
“Canada Day” moment with MP Ali Ehsassi, Councillor Shelly Carroll, and Cat 
Criger an Indigenous Elder, Traditional Teacher and Knowledge Keeper inside 

North York Civic Centre.

Thank you for subscribing to our weekly e-newsletter! Invite your friends and family to sign up 
at lilycheng.ca. Please also send us any updates of local community news and events that 
we can share.

COUNCILLOR UPDATES

NORTH YORK'S FIRST EVER NIGHT MARKET
 
Street Eats Market, Yonge North York BIA (formerly Willowdale BIA) and Star 
Dance Centre have teamed up to bring you North York's first ever NIGHT 
MARKET coming to MEL LASTMAN SQUARE in just one week from July 14-16, 
2023.
 
Expect a massive open-air street food market with over 500 menu items, a full 
line up of live dance performances by Star Dance Centre, a giant claw machine 
arcade, eating competitions and so much more.
 
Come on out to enjoy food, culture, and some of the top dancers in the city - all in 
the centre of our neighbourhood! Click Here for more information including a 
schedule of performances.

Our office in partnership with City Staff from Solid Waste Management Services is  
organizing the second Environment Day in Willowdale!  You can pick up free 
compost or bring your unwanted items, household hazardous waste or electronic 
waste for donation, safe disposal or recycling.
 
We will also be hosting a FREE kids' clothing swap and an Eco Fair! Don’t miss 
out on a chance to connect with your neighbours!

Register Now!

COMMUNITY SURVEY: BAN ON TWO-STROKE ENGINES
 
Last week the Infrastructure and Environment Committee passed a motion (IE5.1) 
recommending City Council support a ban on the use of two-stroke small engine 
equipment in Toronto, such as leaf blowers and lawnmowers, as a precaution 
against adverse impacts to human health and climate.
 
The motion which is expected to come to City Council July 19-21, 2023 requests 
a report, following consultation with residents and businesses, to provide “a 
detailed plan to establish, implement, enforce and encourage compliance with a 
ban.” We have created a survey to hear your thoughts on this matter before 
council convenes. Click Here for the survey.

The city is currently recommending exemptions for snow blowers, marine 
engines, engines used for transportation and any equipment that is being used for 
emergency work.

Learn More about the Motion

Do the Survey

ALCOHOL IN PARKS UPDATES
 

The City of Toronto’s Economic and Community Development Committee has 
adopted a pilot program to allow residents and visitors to drink alcohol in 20 
parks. From August 2 to October 9, people ages 19 and older would be allowed 
to responsibly consume alcohol in 20 City parks that have been confirmed in 
consultation with local Councillors. We conducted an Alcohol in Parks community 
townhall and survey. While many people chose Mel Lastman Square for the pilot, 
it is not eligible because it is technically not a park, but a civic square. Based on 
discussions and feedback, we submitted Lee Lifeson Art Park for the pilot. We 
found it to be the most suitable location because of the following reasons:
 

Proximity to density
Absence of children’s play structures
Availability of on-site public bathrooms
Upcoming weekly music events happening during the pilot

 
In our community survey we got an almost 50/50 response. Then, in a community 
online townhall we realized that because the pilot was short and would allow us to 
collect data on our community, there were more benefits to piloting than staying 
out of the pilot.

5800 YONGE ST. SHELTER UPDATES
 

The 5800 Yonge St. Community Liaison Committee (CLC) was established to 
provide an avenue for the shelter provider, Homes First, to work collaboratively 
with local stakeholders and relevant City agencies to support the success of the 
project in the community. This includes creating positive relationships and working 
towards resolving common challenges as they arise. Our office was very 
intentional in ensuring that the CLC represents the diverse lived experiences and 
perspectives of our community, which is why we have representatives from the 
Chinese, Farsi and Korean community amongst our CLC members.
 
Our office also strongly advocated that SSHA provide translation of the Meeting 
Notes from our 5800 Yonge St. CLC into Chinese, Farsi and Korean to actively 
engage and ensure that the discussions and information are accessible to all 
residents of Willowdale, regardless of whether English is their first language. 
Language should not be a barrier to residents' ability to stay informed and actively 
participate in community matters. Please share with community members who 
would appreciate these translations.

Download Translated Summaries

WEEKEND PAVING AND TEMPORARY TRENCH RESTORATION
Date/Time: July 8th, 9am - 7 pm

 
The City of Toronto's work on Byng Avenue, Ellerslie Avenue, Wedgeport 
Avenue, and Wilfred Avenue is progressing well. This notice is to provide an 
update on the permanent paving and temporary trench restoration operations. 
 
Permanent paving and temporary trench restoration work is being conducted over 
the weekend to minimize the length of time disruption to the streets. Residents 
are requested to not park cars overnight on the roads Friday July 7, 2023 to 
allow work the following day. 
 
On Saturday, July 8, 2023, the contractor will be performing pavement-related 
work on Byng Avenue, Wedgeport Avenue, and Wilfred Avenue and temporary 
trench restoration work on Ellerslie Avenue. The work includes grinding the 
existing pavement, conducting road base repairs, and applying the base layer of 
asphalt paving. The Contractor is permitted to work from Saturday, July 8, 2023, 
from 9:00 a.m. until 7 p.m. The roads will not be closed. 
 
When this weekend’s work is complete, regular work hours will resume.

Learn More

TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNALS AT DORIS AVE & MCKEE AVE
 

New traffic control signals are being installed at the intersection of Doris and 
McKee. The underground works at this location have been completed. Currently, 
the construction of pedestrian ramps is underway. The signal activation is 
scheduled to take place in the third week of July 2023.

YONGE NORTH YORK BIA
 

The Willowdale BIA is now officially Yonge North York BIA!  Market research 
revealed that a direct, geographic reference resonated better when business 
owners, workers and nearby residents were asked to describe our core location. 
 
The new name associates our BIA with the most iconic street in Toronto (Yonge 
Street) in the central business district of North York. This vibrant and urban 
community starts at Hwy 401 and ends at Bishop Avenue (Just past the Finch 
Subway station).

A new logo and brand identity that will represent 1,600 business and commercial 
property members is slated to launch late fall 2023.

CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

SUMMERLICIOUS IS BACK
From July 7 to 23, Summerlicious – Toronto’s favourite prix fixe foodie event – will 
offer three-course prix fixe lunch and dinner menus for diners to explore Toronto’s 
food culture at more than 200 of Toronto’s top restaurants. A complete list of 
participating restaurants is available here.
 
There are two restaurants participating in Summerlicious this year:
 
Trio Restaurant & Bar at 3 Park Home Ave, which combines food, wine, and 
pleasure for a unique experience. 
 
MeNami Restaurant at 5469 Yonge St., a House Made Udon and Sake Bar, 
specializes in made-from-scratch udon noodles served in flavourful broth, cream 
sauce or curry, as well as various Japanese tapas and cocktails.
 
Book your table today and enjoy tasty food!

TTC SURVEY ON SERVICE ADJUSTMENTS
 

Help us plan TTC service and improve customer experience! 
 
The TTC is collecting feedback on the service adjustments as a result of major 
construction projects and how these changes are communicated. Provide your 
feedback by July 16, 2023.
 
To learn more and share your feedback, take the survey online or by mail, or 
participate in an in-person pop-up engagement. Hard copies can be requested by 
email from khly@thirdpartypublic.ca or by phone: 647-905-8825. 
 
Upcoming Pop Up at Finch Station: Tuesday, July 11, 2023, 4 pm – 6 pm

Learn More

LINE 1 ST CLAIR TO YORK MILLS EARLY NIGHTLY CLOSURES 
JULY 4-6

From Tuesday, July 4 to Thursday, July 6, 2023, subway service on Line 1 Yonge-
University between St Clair and York Mills stations will end nightly at 11 p.m., for 
track work. Line 1 shuttle buses will operate, stopping at all subway stations along 
the route. Regular subway service will resume the following morning at 
approximately 6 a.m.

WOMEN'S BUSINESS ACCELERATOR PROGRAM FOR 
NEWCOMERS

Access Community Capital Fund is accepting applications for the Women’s 
Business Accelerator program for entrepreneurs. Designed to empower 
newcomer women who are permanent residents, refugees and/or Ukrainian 
temporary residents interested in launching their own business or improving their 
business plans. The program will cover cash flow management, marketing, 
networking, crafting a business plan and gaining the confidence and skills to 
successfully pitch a business idea. The Women’s Business Accelerator will run 
online from July 17 to August 30 on Mondays and Wednesdays from 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Space is limited, registration closes July 13. Learn more and register.

TORONTO PUBLIC HEALTH KEEP COOL CAMPAIGN
Environment and Climate Change Canada has issued a heat alert for the City of 
Toronto this week. With the summer season upon us, the City wants to help 
ensure the safety and well-being of all residents during the summer season. 
 
The City of Toronto annually activates its Heat Relief Strategy from May 15 to 
September 30. The Heat Relief Strategy services include:

Outreach to those living outdoors to encourage them to seek heat relief 
available at emergency shelters, drop-ins, and 24-hour respite sites. 

Educating landlords about their obligations to residents, including 
communicating the locations of cool spaces on the property that is accessible 
to all tenants and can offer relief from uncomfortably hot temperatures.

Operating some public cooling sites on extended hours temporarily based 
on weather risks and resource availability. Find locations on the Cool Spaces 
Near You map.

Get More Tips!

BE SUN SAFE
Remember your sunscreen when enjoying the warm summer weather! Sunscreen 
is essential to an overall sun safety routine for all skin types. The 2023 
#BeSunSafe program will offer 75 sunscreen dispensers at select Toronto 
waterfront parks, High Park, and 150 canopy tents. Learn more.

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
ACROSS WILLOWDALE

*Every Thurs, June 1st-Oct 27th, North York Famers' Market
Every Thursday, July 2nd - Sep 30th, Gibson House Museum Sheep Search
Fri. July 14th, Edithvale Family Movie Nights - The Super Mario Bros. Movie
*Fri.-Sun. July 14th-16th, Yonge North York Night Market & Star Dance Fest
Fri. July 28th, Edithvale Family Movie Nights - Minions: The Rise of Gru
*Sat. July 29th, Alohafest
 
*happening at Mel Lastman Square

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY AT CUMMER UNITED CHURCH
The Drop-Inn at Cummer United Church (53 Cummer Ave.) which is open 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m to 2 p.m. to support our vulnerable neighbours in 
Willowdale, is looking for volunteers to greet guests, serve meals, handle a 
clothing swap, facilitate showers, and help with cooking and clean up. It’s a great 
opportunity to meet new people in the community, and make someone’s day 
happier and healthier. If you’re interested, please email Vicky Sanderson at 
vicky@aroundthehouse.ca. Learn more.

MOROCCAN SOUK FESTIVAL
Date/Time: July 9, 2023, 12pm
Location: Mel Lastman Square

Don't miss out on the chance to immerse yourself in Moroccan culture through the 
vibrant and eclectic souk style. Indulge in a fusion of music, fashion, crafts, and 
cuisine that is unlike anything you've experienced before. Join us for an 
unforgettable festival that will awaken your senses and ignite your passion for this 
fascinating culture. Free admission. Learn more.

NORTH YORK CENTRAL LIBRARY JULY CALENDARS
We have updated the library July calendars on our community event page. You 
can also see all upcoming library events here. Join your neighbours at the library 
for free events like one-on-one tech training, English conversation circles, Toddler 
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for free events like one-on-one tech training, English conversation circles, Toddler 
/ Baby / Family Time, book clubs, and more! 
 
You can also subscribe to this mailing list for the latest library news!

For community events until October, check out our new community event page on 
our website! Mark your calendar and enjoy fun activities with your family, friends 
and neighbours!

Community Event Page

If you have an event that you would like to be featured in our e-newsletter, please 
send the poster of your event or a short blurb with sufficient information about the 
event to councillor_cheng@toronto.ca with the subject line "Newsletter Event."

Let's Connect on Social

If this email was forwarded to you and you’d like to sign up for future 
newsletters, you can do so at www.lilycheng.ca.

MISS A NEWSLETTER? ACCESS PAST ISSUES HERE

Building a Connected Community in Willowdale.

100 Queen Street West, 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

416-392-0210

Share on social

Visit our website   
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