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Dear Neighbour!
 
Happy Spring Weekend! Whether you garden, cycle or enjoy time outdoors with 
your family, we can all use a healthy dose of sunshine. And with that sunshine 
comes an important time for our schools - Fun Fair season!
 
There are a number of Fun Fairs coming up over the coming month that are very 
important fundraisers for our local schools. I want to give a shout out to all the 
parent and community volunteers that give their time to make them happen. 
Churchill Public School is having theirs today! Scroll down for a list of all dates 
and times. If we missed your school, please let us know!
 
2023 Willowdale Park Update
This past week I had what I can only describe as Park, Forestry, and Recreation 
(PFR) Meeting on Steroids. I was grateful to have several PFR departments 
represented at a comprehensive meeting that provided a thorough update and 
answered many of our questions. We look forward to many park renovations and 
new parks on the horizon.
 
In 2023, we have several exciting capital park projects underway, including  
Holmes (new!), Caswell, Silverview, Willowdale, Lee Lifeson, and John McKenzie. 
These projects are all at different stages, and while their completion may extend 
beyond 2024, we are thrilled to see these developments take shape.
 
As we move forward, we encourage you to stay tuned for upcoming community 
engagement opportunities. Your input and involvement will be vital in shaping the 
future of our parks and community.
 
For more detailed information on these projects and their progress, read HERE.
 
New Schools for Willowdale
Our schools are currently bursting at the seams. With almost 100 new 
developments coming, we need to ensure families landing in Willowdale have 
schools available for their children. I recently met with Trustee Dr. Pei along with 
the staff of Minister Stan Cho to discuss what can be done to address the current 
squeeze. While I can't promise you a new school will appear tomorrow, I am 
committed to a purposeful collaborative journey with Trustee Pei and MPP Cho 
towards getting new schools in our community. We are currently arranging 
meetings between our North York planning department and the planning 
departments of the TDSB and TCDSB. Together, we will be putting together a 
business case for new schools and school expansions.
 
I am currently attending a Federation of Canadian Municipalities Conference (see 
details below) which included a tour of the Canoe Landing Community Centre 
which incorporates shared space with both a TDSB and TCDSB elementary 
school. It is a beautiful location including a rooftop basketball court, track and 
community gardens. They also have enough solar panels that their electricity bills 
are significantly reduced. I hope we can build similar collaborative spaces in 
Willowdale because land is precious and we need to work together to ensure best 
use of the limited space available. I learned a lot about their operations and 
infrastructure which I hope will inform my efforts towards developing similar 
collaborative spaces in our community.
 
Employment Area Conversions
This past week I was briefed on the issue of Employment Area Conversions. 
Although none of the current properties up for discussion are in Willowdale, this 
issue could have far-reaching consequences for our city.
 
As land for housing becomes increasingly lucrative, there is pressure for more 
employment areas to be converted to residential or mixed use. This will impact 
our city's economic vitality, job opportunities, and overall live-a-bility. Currently 
12.8% of land in Toronto is designated as Employment Areas providing 27% of all 
jobs in the city. Every decimal of a percentage loss of employment land makes it 
harder for Toronto residents and newcomers to live and work in our city - 
especially since our population continues to grow.
 
The city is currently dealing with a batch of 150 requests that were submitted in 
2020. City Council approved the rejection of 30 of them August, 2022 which 
remain on the desk of Minister Clark and have yet to be approved.  This current 
recommendation addresses 45 of the 150 spaces with the last batch coming in 
July.
 
Click HERE to read the final report outlining City Planning Staff’s recommendation 
for the request to convert 45 employment lands. This report will be voted on at 
Planning and Housing Committee on June 1. If this bylaw is passed it will result in 
an "Official Plan Amendment" meaning the designation of the land will change. 
The amendments being suggested are complex and comprehensive. City Staff 
are trying to protect as much employment area as possible while acknowledging 
existing pressure for housing.
 
In all my meetings with developers in our community I am always asking for retail 
on the ground floor - even if they are not on Yonge St. This helps create a more 
walkable community and brings more jobs to our neighbourhood. 
 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities Conference
I have spent the past few days and will be spending the rest of the weekend 
alongside elected officials from across Canada. It has been interesting chatting 
with City Councillors from places like Courtenay, BC to Yarmouth, NS. For the 
most part, councillors I have met represent 10-30K constituents. Many work part 
time and juggle other careers. Many are shocked to find out Toronto City 
Councillors serve on average 130K residents and are further shocked to hear our 
council meetings can go 3 full days as opposed to 1-2 hours.  
 
Despite all our differences there are some key shared challenges that I heard 
thus far:

homelessness, mental health and addiction
a lack of a sustainable municipal fiscal framework to allow infrastructure 

building to match growth
growing distrust between elected officials and bureaucrats

 
Belonging to this federation allows us to learn from each other and have a 
stronger voice to advocate for the shared needs of municipalities. Certainly there 
has been a level of listening happening with visits from Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, Deputy Leader of the Opposition Melissa Lantsman and upcoming visits 
from NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh and Green Party Leader Elizabeth May at the 
conference. 
 
In speaking with my counterparts from across the country, we all agree that the 
fiscal framework for municipalities must be an election issue for the upcoming 
provincial and federal elections. We need long term sustainable funding for 
infrastructure to build strong cities that can result in strong provinces and a strong 
Canada.  This is especially true for Toronto - a contributor of 20% of the GDP. We 
should not be starved of resources and instead supported to fulfill our potential as 
a world class city with world class infrastructure.  
 
Finally, thank you to all the community members who came by the 32 Division 
Community BBQ last weekend. There was dancing, plenty of food, an 
opportunity to watch a police dog in action and tour of a forensic evidence truck. 
Thank you to MeNami Restaurant and Owl’s Meat Shop for their contributions 
of food. My son enjoyed a bulgolgi burger AND learned to dance the YMCA! Now 
that is a life skill!
 
May you enjoy your weekend and please consider visiting Churchill Fun Fair 
today as well as visiting the 4 Open Doors TO locations in Willowdale (details 
below).
 
Warmest regards,

Councillor Lily Cheng
Ward 18 Willowdale / Councillor_Cheng@toronto.ca / 416-392-0210

Scroll down to find out more about:
 
~ COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Alcohol in Parks Townhall Summary
Avondale Community Townhall 
Mayoral By-Election Community Pub Night Discussion
Lansing Nursery School's Neighbourhood Garage Sale & Cycle TO Bike 

Tune-Up
2023 Capital Budget for Parks in Willowdale
Newtonbrook Community Recreation Centre Update
Temporary Road Closure on Finch Avenue West
Community Consultation - 6355 Yonge St

 
~ CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

Soft Surface Repairs caused by Winter Services
Green Grass and Gardens
Employment Land Conversions
Wheel-Trans Re-Registration Program
THIS WEEKEND! Word on the Street Festival
By-Election for Mayor: Key Dates

 
~ COMMUNITY EVENTS ACROSS WILLOWDALE

Farmers' Market
Willowdale Yard Sale Day
THIS WEEKEND! Doors Open TO in Willowdale
Fun Fairs

This week is Paramedic Services Week! Thank you to all in the Toronto 
Paramedic Services who provide invaluable care for our city. Special thanks to 
Chief Chawla and his incredible team for the tour of their facilities including their 
call centre and service bays for their fleet.

Thank you for subscribing to our weekly e-newsletter! Invite your friends and family to sign up 
at lilycheng.ca. Please also send us any updates of local community news and events that 
we can share.

COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Date/Time: Monday, June 5, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
In-person Networking starts at 6 PM

Location: Lansing United Church / Zoom
 

Join us for our first ever Avondale Community Town Hall! 
 
Topics that will be covered:

Doris Avenue Extension
401/Yonge Interchange
Traffic Issues
Dog Parks
New Developments

Participants will have the opportunity to engage with City staff, ask questions and 
share ideas and feedback. Your participation will help shape the future!

There will also be an opportunity to network over refreshments from 6-7pm for 
in-person registrants. Online attendees will be sent a link prior to the event, 
although we strongly encourage coming in person! It's hard to have side 
conversations and make new connections on Zoom.

Register Now!

Thank you to everyone who attended the Willowdale Community Townhall: 
Alcohol in Parks! 

For those who were not able to attend the event, we have published online notes 
which can be accessed on our website. 
 
If you have not done so already, we invite you to fill out our survey. Deadline for 
feedback is June 5 at midnight. 

Read the Summary!

Fill out the Survey!

Civic Engagement Tuesday in Willowdale!
 

2 Events
Date: Tuesday, May 30

 
Event 1: Tearing It Down: By-elections and Municipal Reform with Dave 

Meslin at North York Central Library, 6:30-8pm Click Here to register.
 

Event 2: Mayoral By-Election Pub Night Discussion with Neighbours & Dave 
Meslin, at Jack Astor's Rooftop Patio, 9-10:30pm Click Here to register.

 
Dave Meslin, known for his bestselling books on civic engagement, Teardown: 
Rebuilding Democracy from the Ground Up, is coming to Willowdale for an 
evening of lively discussion about his book and the upcoming Mayoral By-
Election.
 
Please note the mayoral candidates WILL NOT be in attendance (unless they 
surprise us). All are welcome to join us for free, however, everyone will have to 
pay for their own refreshments at Jack Astor's.  
 
We hope you will join us for an evening of strengthening our civic engagement!
 

LANSING NURSERY SCHOOL'S NEIGHBOURHOOD GARAGE SALE 
& CYCLE TO BIKE TUNE-UP

Come support Lansing Nursery School's Neighbourhood Garage Sale on June 
3rd, and bring your bikes! As it is also Bike Month, our office has organized for 
CycleTO to provide small bike tune-ups for the community. CycleTO will be 
setting up station at Lansing Nursery School to provide this free service to all in 
our neighbourhood.

NEWTONBROOK COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTRE UPDATE 
Newtonbrook Community Recreation Centre at Yonge and Cummer is currently 
going through the site plan approval stage. Spanning 46,000 sq. ft. over two 
stories, this state-of-the-art facility will include a gymnasium, multi-purpose 
spaces, a running track, a community kitchen, public WiFi, and more. 
 
Construction is planned for 2024, with occupancy expected in 2027. Stay tuned 
for updates!  

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE
The City is modifying and upgrading the storm and sanitary sewer system in our 
neighbourhood to reduce surface and basement flooding: 
 
Finch Avenue West & Edithvale Drive May 26, 2023 - June 9, 2023
Finch Avenue West & Altamont Road June 5, 2023 - June 16, 2023
 

Register Here!

CITY OF TORONTO UPDATES

SOFT SURFACE REPAIRS CAUSED BY WINTER SERVICES
Contractors working on behalf of the City have performed restorations to soft 
surfaces damages as result of winter maintenance services at this address.
 
Repairs to soft surfaces, which includes either sod or seeding, are completed 
during the ideal growth season in the spring from approximately April to June.
After restoration has been completed. It is the homeowner's responsibility to 
regularly water the new sod/seed placed adjacent to their property to ensure that 
the restored area is properly maintained. It is recommended to wait a minimum of 
4-6 weeks before cutting the grass in the newly sodded or seeded areas.
 
Please be advised that sod and seed not regularly watered will not be 
replaced.
 
Work Hours: Work will take place from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., with work after hours 
and on weekends as required.
 
Restoration: Lawn seeding and/or laying of sod will be done as needed during 
ideal growing time during the season - in the spring (April to June).
We request homeowners to water the new sod in front of their property to ensure 
proper growth.
 
If you have questions about the repairs, please call 311. For more information, 
contact TTY Hearing Impaired Service at 416-338-0889 (7 Days a week, 8:00 am 
– 5:00 pm, closed holidays). 

GREEN GRASS AND GARDENS
Want to BEE a good neighbour? Learn about the dos and don'ts for your lawn 
and how to grow pollinator-friendly gardens! 
✔ Cut grass on your lawn when the growth exceeds 20 centimetres. 
✔ Avoid prohibited plants that threaten human health or natural areas. 
✔ Continue to delight neighbours with a well-kept garden that keep sidewalks, 
driver and pedestrian views clear from plants.  Learn more.

Read the Full Article Here

WHEEL-TRANS RE-REGISTRATION PROGRAM
Did you register for Wheel-Trans before January 1, 2017? To ensure that Wheel-
Trans service continues to meet your needs, TTC is asking registered customers 
who joined the program before January 1, 2017, to re-register for Wheel-Trans 
Service. For more information on eligibility and travel training, contact Wheel-
Trans Customer Service at 416-393-4111 or email wtcs@ttc.ca. Learn more.

WORD ON THE STREET FESTIVAL
The 34th Annual Word On The Street Festival returns to Queen’s Park this 
spring on May 27th & 28th! Hosted annually since 1990 in downtown Toronto, 
“WOTS” is a FREE community street festival that celebrates the stories that 
connect us.
 
On May 27th, from 11 AM to 3 PM, the Toronto Public Library Workers Union - 
Local 4948 will be giving out free signed copies of "The Red Palace" by 
acclaimed author June Hur at Booth #3.  And there will of course be free 
giveaways from the Toronto Public Library Workers as well as some other cool 
"swag" items for sale. The event is open to all ages and is kid and pet friendly!

BY-ELECTION FOR MAYOR: KEY DATES
Advance voting - Thursday, June 8 to Tuesday, June 13
By-election - Monday, June 26

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
ACROSS WILLOWDALE

FARMERS' MARKET
North York's beloved farmers market at Mel 
Lastman Square has returned! Running 
every Thursday, May 25th till Oct 19th from 
8am - 2pm. Be sure to come by to say 'hi' to 
the many returning vendors and grab their 
fresh produce and delicious eats. 

WILLOWDALE YARD SALE DAY - SAT. JUNE 24
Willowdale Yard Sale Day is back! Meet Your Neighbours, Shop Your Neighbours!
You can:
- Host a Yard Sale on your drive-way
- Host a Yard Sale at our Market at Spring Garden Church
- Get Your Condo to host a yard sale
Registration is now open, but space is limited at the market, so act fast! Market 
runs from 9am-12pm at 112 Spring Garden Ave. Previous years have seen over 
60 vendors spread out across Willowdale. So even if you don't sell, save the date 
to shop your way across Willowdale!
 
Click Here to register and see our yard sale map.

DOORS OPEN TO IN WILLOWDALE
Willowdale Central Ratepayers Association has put together a Willowdale edition 
guide for Doors Open TO 2023, which will provide you with information needed to 
make the most of our neighbourhood. Click Here to check it out and plan your 
visit! 

More Community Events!

Let's Connect on Social

If this email was forwarded to you and you’d like to sign up for future 
newsletters, you can do so at www.lilycheng.ca.

MISS A NEWSLETTER? ACCESS PAST ISSUES HERE

Building a Connected Community in Willowdale.

100 Queen Street West, 
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

416-392-0210
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